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TAGS: CPRS, PFOR, ETRD, TH, IN, HK 
SUBJECT: PAA ATTEMPTED SABOTAGE 

REE: STATE 026884 

1. EMBASSY CALLED FOREIGN MINISTRY'S DEPUTY LEGAL ADVISOR 
AND PUT INQUIRY REQUESTED IN PARA 5 OF REFTEL. LEGAL AD- 
VISOR SAID HE COULD NOT POSSIBLY PROVIDE A JUDGMENT ON SUCH 
A COMPLICATED CASE UNLESS HE HAD A FULL ACCOUNT OF THE FACTS 
AND THE WHOLE MATTER WAS CONSIDERED BY THE MINISTRY AT A 
SENIOR LEVEL. HE ASKED THAT AN AIDE MEMOIRE BE SENT TO 

MEA ON WHICH HE PROMISED ACTION WOULD BE AS PROMPT AS 
POSSIBLE. EMBASSY SENT NOTE SUMMARIZING THE FACTS IN THE 
CASE AND RESTATING OUR INQUIRY ABOUT PROSECUTION TO AMERICAS 
DESK OF MEA AFTERNOON OF FEBRUARY 6. DEPUTY SECRETARY 
BARUNA SAID MEA WOULD ACT AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE. 

2. COMMENT: WE ARE NOT SUPRISED AT THE CAUTIOUS INITIAL 
REACTION. AN AMERICAN PLANE, AN INCIDENT OVER BURMESE AIR 
SPACE, AN INDIAN CITIZEN, AND THE CRIMINAL IN BANGKOK MAKE 
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HOME MINISTRY AND CIVIL AVIATION MINISTRY MAY ALL INSIST 
ON TAKING A LOOK AT. 

SCHNEIDER 


LIMITED OFEICIAL USE 
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